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INTRODUCTION

FIVB President: Dr. Ary S. Graça F°

A. The FIVB

B. The Game

The FIVB is the international governing body for volleyball
and beach volleyball and handles the management and
communication of the sport in all its forms throughout
the world. At the 33rd World Congress held in Anaheim,
USA, from the 19th to the 21st September 2012, Dr. Ary S.
Graça F° was elected FIVB President marking the start of
another chapter in the FIVB’s history. The FIVB is governed
by its own Constitution and Regulations under Swiss law.
The FIVB is an international non-governmental non-profit
organisation, composed of its affiliated NFs which have
freely and voluntarily joined the FIVB in order to administer
and govern worldwide the sport of volleyball (including
beach volleyball) and all of its disciplines for both male
and female players. At the continental level it operates
through five Confederations while NFs are responsible for
volleyball and beach volleyball in their respective countries.
Continental Confederations, Councils and Commissions
are supportive and complementary institutions accountable
to the FIVB to fulfill their duties in accordance with the
governing body’s regulations and decisions.

Beach volleyball is an Olympic discipline played outdoors,
barefoot on a sand court with a ball, by teams of two people
separated by a net. Beach volleyball was born on the Southern
California beaches in the late twenties and enjoyed a rapid
international expansion thanks to the FIVB development
programs, committed partners, promoters, hosting NFs,
Officials, and professional athletes. Beach volleyball is an
outstanding, entertaining, healthy and drug-free sport. It
attracts upwardly mobile, affluent and fashion conscious
audiences oriented towards active lifestyles. With its low set
up cost, it is ideal for development programs and ’sport forall’ initiatives. It also has an important educational value being
a non-contact sport that requires stamina, tactics and team
play.

The FIVB established volleyball as one of the most popular
sports in the world and implemented successful World
Championships, World Cup, Regional Games and Olympic
Games, raised the affiliated members to 154 National
Volleyball Federations and added Age Group competitions.
After the success of volleyball at the Olympics in Los
Angeles 1984, the FIVB began to develop Beach Volleyball.
A professional approach was developed which led to a
rapid increase of affiliated Federations up to 207 in 1992
when it became the world’s largest sports organisation.
By 2006 there were 220 affiliated NFs. The sport’s events
opportunities were increased by adding to the calendar the
following events: World League, Grand Prix, FIVB Beach
Volleyball World Championships, FIVB Beach Volleyball
World Tour Grand Slam and Open as well as the FIVB
Beach Volleyball Age Group World Championships.
The FIVB has developed international competitions in
collaboration with its Organisers and affiliated members,
set the rules in a way to encourage exciting and evenlymatched tournaments. The aim is to appeal to sport fans
that turn to media to follow their sport; this attracts
commercial partners who consequently provide increased
prize money for the athletes. New powerful events (i.e.
Beach Volleyball Continental Cup, FIVB Beach Volleyball
World Continental Cup) as well as development programs
have been launched by the FIVB to involve all volleyball
Confederations and Federations.
The FIVB aim is to ensure excellence in all aspects of the
sport by setting and preserving world class standards that
will maintain and grow volleyball as one of the world’s
premier sports and entertainment properties.

INTRODUCTION

1

1.1 A Winning Concept

International beach volleyball competitions, including professional and non-professional beach volleyball tournaments, are
the exclusive property of the FIVB. These international beach
volleyball events carry the power to generate sales and heighten brand awareness in the consumer-friendly youth market.
Promoters, together with the NFs, have an important role to
play in insuring the proper promotion and organisation of each
event.
The FIVB, the Confederations and the NFs are accountable for
developing every year beach volleyball programs and activities
in their respective territories (e.g. FIVB Beach Volleyball
Continental Cup, U17, U19 and U21 World Championships,
Intercontinental events, Continental Championships and
Tours, Zonal Tours, National team programs, National Tours,
registration of athletes, etc.) and to train local officials.
The introduction of new rules (i.e. smaller court, rally scoring,
net serve continuation, etc.) also launched the sport into
a new era to making it more exciting, to maintain high
spectator interest and to add a strong element of drama to
this attractive and colorful game. Furthermore, the realization
of a successful television, marketing and promotional
campaign on a local and international level strongly
contributed to increasing the exposure of the sport worldwide
and developing a quality product. In 2014, TV distribution
of the FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour events reached
146 million viewers and was covered by 133 channels in 33
markets. Twenty-four (24) countries broadcasted live from the
FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour.

C. Growth Plan
The main goal of the FIVB’s Growth Plan is to increase the
commercial value of the FIVB beach volleyball properties and
to provide support to NFs and Promoters willing to develop
their own properties with the aim to grow the sport at all
levels.

2014 FIVB Beach Volleyball Prague Open
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The aforementioned objectives contribute towards a powerful
promotional & marketing action plan with the aim of
increasing the FIVB ownership of the beach volleyball discipline
worldwide.

The Senior World Championships will take place every two
or four years (depending on concrete organizing offers) as of
2015 and the U17, U19 and U21 World Championships will
take place every two years. The next edition being in 2016. The
number of FIVB World Tour Open events per year are going
to increase to provide athletes with more opportunities to
compete, develop their technical level and gain FIVB Ranking
points. FIVB World Tour Grand Slam and Major events, with
a substantially higher Prize Money, will focus on providing
opportunities to the higher-ranked athletes to compete at a
high level against other top athletes encouraging the further
growth and development of the technical level of those at the
height of the game.

As of 2015, the FIVB beach volleyball event’s structure will once
again evolve to offer more opportunities for the athletes. The
FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour umbrella will be comprised
of the Grand Slam, Open events, as well as the addition of the

To continue with the philosophy implemented in 2013, the FIVB
will also carry on working with its Continental Confederations,
NFs, registered athletes and other stakeholders to go above
and beyond the success of 2014.

Key TV coverage statistics for the 2013 FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour events:
TREND ANALYSIS
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Swatch Beach Volleyball Major Series which will have the same
status as the Grand Slams, while the season will conclude with
a Swatch Beach Volleyball FIVB World Tour Finals honoring the
best ten (10) teams per gender in the world.
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IOC

– Implement powerful worldwide partnership programs
granting a Return on Investment to the hosting cities,
sponsors, broadcasters, etc.;
– Develop through the Confederations and NFs successful
events such as the Continental Cup, Continental Tours,
Zonal Tours and National Tours/Championships respectively;
– Set up thousands of permanent courts in major resorts all
over the world for the enjoyment of people of different
races, religions, customs, etc.;
– Create concrete opportunities which can be exploited by
the stakeholders through the implementation of events at
all levels, team participation, sponsorship programs, media
coverage, merchandising, video games, web site, etc.;

Men
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Event Impressions

Base: REPUCOM standard panels of TV channels in Austria (for Klagenfurt event), Brazil, China, Germany, Italy, Japan, Middle East, Netherlands (for The Hague event), Poland, Russia, Switzerland (for Gstaad
event), USA plus verified primary TV rights holder networks in above mentioned and additional markets based on distribution list provided by the FIVB / Monitoring Period: 28.04.– 24.10.2014
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LEISURE ACTIVITIES
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TREND ANALYSIS
BY REGION

European continent remains major value driver; 8 % drop in Latin & North America due to one event less on
American soil in 2014
Total Media Impact 2013

The FIVB properties are a great opportunity for Organisers to
implement successful business plans and for NFs to increase
the number of participants as well as to have quick results
with their respective National Teams.
The main objectives of the Growth Plan are the following:
– Establish beach volleyball as the premier summer sport all
over the world;
– Maintain beach volleyball as a primary sport at the Olympic
Games;
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– Strengthen the leadership of the FIVB aiming to stage first
class events;
– Continue to develop the FIVB events in the FIVB event
structure. Each event should be tied to the one above and/or
to the one below in the structure, providing a tremendous
and unique opportunity to promoters to grow further;
– Generate
sponsorship
opportunities
internationally,
nationally and locally;
– Increase media exposure worldwide through international
TV Broadcasters, new media and printed media;

Total Media Impact 2014
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Latin & North America

282,46

Middle East

Thomas Kunert (left) and Christoph Dressler of Austria celebrate the
point
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At the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games, the beach volleyball
competition was an unprecedented success with over
250,000 spectators and an estimated 1.3 billion viewers
watching 19,376 hours of TV coverage worldwide.

A. London 2012
The beach volleyball tournaments at the
2012 Olympic Games were held in the
heart of London from the 28th of July until
the 9th of August 2012.
The venue chosen for the beach
volleyball competition was the iconic and
spectacular location of the Horse Guards Parade, just a few
minutes’ walk from tourist attractions such as Buckingham
Palace and Downing Street. St James Park situated just next
to the venue, was the location for the adjacent venue facilities
and the media lounge where Heroes statues were set up for
the spectators to enjoy.
The venue capacity of 13,500 seats was sold out. The 13day long competition was the most successful Olympic
competition in the history of beach volleyball with an
unprecedented amount of media coverage, an extremely
high technical level resulting in an outstanding and exciting
level of play from the athletes. The competition also saw a
revolutionary Sport Presentation program with high quality
dancing and music, as well as music concerts during the final
match days.
The match schedule was split into 3 sessions with 4 matches
per session making for 108 matches and 34 sessions in total,
a schedule that was designed to satisfy the needs of the TV
rights holders but that also proved to be a popular solution
for spectators.
Twenty four men’s teams and 24 women’s teams competed
for the Olympic Bronze Silver and Gold Medals. Thanks to
the inclusion of the FIVB Beach Volleyball Continental Cup
and World Cup Olympic Qualification events in the Olympic
Qualification System, NFs that had previously never earned a
place at the Olympic Games were able to qualify, for example
Mauritius, and even won medals, for example Latvia.
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The Olympic Ranking was determined by taking a team’s best
12 results during the qualification period (1st January 2011
until 17th June 2012) at FIVB official Olympic qualification
tournaments (i.e. FIVB SWATCH WORLD TOUR Grand Slam and
Open, Continental Final, World Cup Olympic Qualification). A
total of 2 teams per NOC were included in the Olympic Ranking.
The Host Country was awarded one place per gender and the
Universality principle was implemented through the Olympic
Qualification formula and the inclusion of many more NOCs
through the Continental Cup.

INTRODUCTION

Beach volleyball is a discipline fully recognized by the
International Olympic Committee (IOC) and included in
the Olympic programs due to its positive results in terms of
participation, popularity, gender equality, distribution of
medals, athlete welfare, low level impact on the environment,
relatively low cost to set up a venue and universality. As a
result, media and the millions of dedicated fans follow the
volleyball competitions all the way to the medal matches
making it no surprise that volleyball and beach volleyball
have been among the best supported events at the Olympic
Games. From the first edition where beach volleyball was
included in the Atlanta Olympic Games in 1996, tickets have
been all sold out.
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1.2 The Olympic Games

The medallists were as follows:
Women

Men

Gold

May-Treanor
Walsh

USA

Brink
Reckermann

GER

Silver

Kessy
Ross

USA

Emanuel
Alison

BRA

Bronze

Larissa
Juliana

BRA

Plavins
Smedins, J.

LAT

As part of the Olympic legacy plan thirty-one (31) sand courts
have been set up around London to enable the UK to use the
success of the Olympic Games to continue to develop the sport
of beach volleyball in the UK.
The London Olympic Games were very successful with an
average of 29.1 million viewers recorded by NBC for the
women’s Gold medal match, the most-watched second
Wednesday for any Summer Olympics since the 1976 Montreal
Olympics and 17% higher than the comparable night at the
Beijing Olympics.
Tickets for the Beach Volleyball matches became some of the
most sought-after in the London Olympic Games – 379,764
spectators attended the matches at the historic location of
the Horse Guards Parade (an average of 11,153 per session).
This, combined with the enormous amount of media attention,
made it the best Olympic Games yet for Beach Volleyball.

B. Rio de Janeiro 2016
The 2016 Olympic Games beach volleyball
tournament will be held in Copacabana,
Rio de Janeiro, the site of the FIVB Beach
Volleyball World Championships in 1993
which were attended by IOC members and
which subsequently lead the IOC to decide
to include beach volleyball in the Olympic program of the
Atlanta Olympic Games in 1996.
The stadium of 12,000 seats will be set up at the Northern
end of Copacabana Beach where the beach is of a sufficient
width to accommodate the stadium. The Organisers are hoping
to design the venue in a similar way to the venue in London
which was lower on one side to take advantage of the historical
buildings behind. In this case, it will be the iconic Copacabana
Beach and ocean. The beach volleyball competition is scheduled

Project of the Beach Volleyball Venue for the 2016 Rio Olympic Games in Copacabana (© 2016 ™ / BCMF Architects)

to take place from the 7th to the 19th of August 2016 and will
follow the same format as the schedule in London with 3
sessions a day and 4 matches per session. For the first time,
the last match of each day will start at midnight.
The Qualification System for the beach volleyball competition
for Rio 2016 was approved and circulated to its NOCs by
the IOC in February 2014. In addition to the qualification
pathways - the Olympic Ranking and the Beach Volleyball
Continental Cup, applied already for the London 2012 Games,
a new qualification pathway through the 2015 Senior Beach
Volleyball World Championships has been added qualifying
the winner NOC/NF per gender.
The FIVB is looking forward to building on the success of the
Olympic Games in London and believes that the popularity of
the sport in Brazil will result in yet another spectacular event.

C. Tokyo 2020
The following Olympic Games will be held in Tokyo 2020. Beach
volleyball tournament of the Games will be held in Shiokaze
Park where the competition court is planned to hold 12,000
seats. The centrally located Olympic Village will provide an easy
access to the Tokyo 2020 Games venues – most travel times will
be less than 20 minutes. FIVB will be working closely with the
Tokyo 2020 Organising Committee (TOCOG) to pin down the

main aspects of the competition and undersign a Memorandum
of Understanding between the IOC, FIVB and the TOCOG.

D. Nanjing Youth Olympic Games 2014
The 2014 Youth Olympic Games were held
in Nanjing, China. For the first time in
history, the IOC has included the discipline
of beach volleyball in the Youth Olympic
Games giving the chance to 144 beach
volleyball players to participate (36 men
and 36 women’s pairs). This first edition for beach volleyball was
a tremendous success. This inclusion was a great opportunity to
further develop beach volleyball and to build a new generation
for the future.
An open and fair universal qualification process, approved by
the IOC, was put in place for this unique event.
Quota (36 teams per gender):
– 6 teams per gender per Continental Confederation
– 1 host country team per gender
– 5 universality places per gender (decided by a YOG tripartite
Commission)
The age limit of 15-18 years old, established by the FIVB, was
approved by the IOC.

1.3 FIVB Beach Volleyball Properties
A. FIVB Beach Volleyball World Championships
The FIVB Beach Volleyball World Championships (senior men
and women’s tournaments) are the FIVB’s blue-ribbon events
held every two (2) or four (4) years (depending on concrete
organizing offers) and are now considered as one of the
highlights of the sporting year, as well as a much-desired title

for the players on the FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour. Prior
to the first tournament in 1997 there were ten (10) world
championships held in Rio de Janeiro every year between 1987
and 1996 and now they are held every two years, outside of
the Olympic Games.
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1997
The first edition of the FIVB Beach Volleyball World Championships took place on the campus of UCLA in Los Angeles, USA.
Male and female players shared a purse of $600,000 and the
event was broadcast to over 120 countries. Brazilians dominated the event with Para Ferreira and Guilherme Marques
winning the gold medal over the USA’s Mike Whitmarsh and
Canyon Ceman, while another Brazilian side, Paulo Emilio and
Paulao, won bronze. In the women’s competition Brazilians
Jackie Silva and Sandra Pires claimed gold over US pair Holly
McPeak and Lisa Arce. Adriana Behar and Shelda Bede added
a fourth medal for Brazil by winning the bronze.
1999
The World Championships moved to Europe with Marseille on
France’s Mediterranean coast playing host. Over 50,000 fans
took in the action and $600,000 was again the total prize
money. Brazil continued to dominate the men’s competition as
Emanuel Rego won the first of his world titles, alongside Jose
Loiola by defeating Swiss brothers Paul and Martin Laciga.
Meanwhile defending champions Para Ferreira and Guilherme
Marques won the bronze medals. Shelda Bede and Adriana
Behar improved on their 1997 bronze medals by claiming gold
against the USA’s Annett Davis and Johnson Jordan. Another
US pair, Liz Masakayan and Elaine Youngs, completed the podium.
2001
Klagenfurt in Austria was the first venue for the first World
Championships of the millennium and the sign of the growing interest in the tournament was reflected as over 100,000
spectators watched the action over the five days of competition. Argentine duo Martin Conde and Mariano Baracetti
broke Brazil’s dominance of the men’s gold medals with victory
over Ricardo Santos and Jose Loiola, while Norway became
another country to win a major beach volleyball medal when
Jorre Andre Kjemperud and Vegard Hoidalen claimed the
bronze. Adriana Behar and Shelda Bede defended their gold
medals with victory over fellow Brazilians Sandra Pires and
Tatiana Minello. In the bronze medal match Czech duo Eva
Celbova and Sona Dosoudilova beat the USA’s Elaine Youngs
and Barbra Fontana.
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in the gold-medal match, while China’s Chen Xue and Zhang
Xi claimed bronze. In the men’s competition Emanuel Rego and
Alison Cerutti cut a swath through the opposition on their way
to a final against Emanuel’s long-time partner Ricardo Santos
who was playing with Marcio Araujo. Emanuel added a third
world title after he and Alison showed no mercy to their compatriots, while 2009 champions Julius Brink and Jonas Reckermann
recovered from losing in the semifinals to win the bronze medal.

2005
Germany’s capital Berlin brought the tournament back to Europe
and increased the total prize money to $1million. The men’s gold
medal stayed in Brazilian hands after Marcio Araujo and Fabio
Magalhaes defeated Switzerland’s Sasha Heyer and Paul Laciga.
Local fans cheered on compatriot Julius Brink who signalled his
potential by winning bronze with Kjell Schneider. Olympic champions Kerri Walsh and Misty May-Treanor defended their world
title with a win over top seeds Juliana Felisberta and Larissa
França. Tian Jia and Wang Fei meanwhile showed the growing
strength of Chinese teams ahead of the Beijing 2008 Olympic
Games by claiming the bronze medal.

FIVB Beach Volleyball World Championships The Netherlands 2015

2007
Gstaad brought the World Championships to the Swiss Alps and
US duo Phil Dalhausser and Todd Rogers underlined their growing presence in the men’s game by defeating Russia’s Dmitri Barsouk and Igor Kolodinsky in the final. Australia’s Andrew Schacht
and Joshua Slack beat Emanuel Rego and Ricardo Santos in the
bronze-medal match to ensure, for the first time, that there were
no Brazilians on the men’s podium. Kerri Walsh and Misty MayTreanor again held onto their world title with a win over 2005
bronze medallists Tian Jia and Wang Fei, while Juliana Felisberta
and Larissa França won bronze by defeating another Chinese
pair Chen Xue and Zhang Xi.

2013
The tournament landed in eastern Europe for the first time in
2014 with the the biggest beach volleyball stars in the world

The FIVB Beach Volleyball World Championships will take place
from June 26 to July 5 and feature a total of 208 matches.
The four host cities, The Hague, Apeldoorn, Amsterdam and
Rotterdam, will welcome pool matches, as well as matches
in the round of thirty-two (32), round of sixteen (16) and the
quarterfinals. The Hague will be the venue for the semi-finals
and finals.
A new qualification process has been put in place for the
FIVB Beach Volleyball World Championships The Netherlands

descending on the Polish village of Stare Jablonki. History was
made in both tournaments as it celebrated two new countries
on top of the podium. In the men’s edition Dutch pair Robert
Meeuwsen and Alexander Brouwer came from nowhere to beat
one of the most decorated players in beach volleyball, Ricardo
Santos, and Alvaro Filho, one of the most promising young players in the sport. Jonathan Erdmann and Kay Matysik continued
Germany’s success in the tournament by winning bronze. China’s Chen Xue and Zhang Xi finally got their hands on a major
title when they beat Germany’s Karla Borger and Britta Büthe
in the women’s final with Brazil’s Liliane Maestrini and Barbara
Seixas completing the podium.
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2003
Beach volleyball finally returned to its spiritual home when the
sun-drenched sands of Rio de Janeiro’s Copacabana Beach welcomed the cream of beach volleyball. Kerri Walsh and Misty
May-Treanor finally ended Brazil’s monopoly of the women’s
medals by beating defending champions Adriana Behar and
Shelda Bede in the final and Sydney 2000 Olympic champion
Natalie Cook added world bronze alongside Nicole Sanderson.
Local fans were not disappointed with the men’s result though
as Emanuel Rego and Ricardo Santos defeated US pair Max
Metzger and Dax Holdren, while another Brazilian duo Marcio
Araujo and Benjamin Insfran claimed bronze.

INTRODUCTION

Staged under the highest FIVB international standard
guidelines these events are outstanding examples of
international sporting skill, fitness and physical beauty, which
come together to represent summer sun and fun, fabulous
venues, and a highly desirable 21st Century lifestyle. The
FIVB World Championships are highly attractive events
that showcase in the same venue and period men and
women’s sports stars competing for the coveted FIVB World
Championships title and 1 million dollar Prize Money. The FIVB
World Championships serve to continue the promotion of the
sport and to offer tremendous marketing and promotional
opportunities to Organisers and FIVB partners. Each FIVB
World Championships day is usually broadcast by the Host
Broadcaster and several International TV channels. While the
participation of the best teams is compulsory, the universality
principle is adhered to through the participation of players
from all 5 continents.

2015, which will see the world’s best men’s and women’s
teams compete from June 26 to July 5. Ninety-six (96) teams
will qualify for the World Championships, with forty-eight
(48) teams competing in the men’s competition and fortyeight (48) in the women’s. The host country - the Netherlands - will have a maximum of six (6) teams. Other countries will be limited to a maximum of four (4) teams each.
The following rules will apply per gender:

Places

Category

One (1)

Wild Card attributed by the organisers

Two (2)

Wild Cards attributed by the FIVB

Two (2)

Host Country places

Twenty-three (23)

NF places qualified through the FIVB NF Entry Ranking

Twenty (20)

Four (4) NF places per Confederation though the continental qualification pathway

The qualification procedure for the four (4) vacancies per gender and per Confederation will be as follows:
Confederation

Continental Qualification Pathway

Asian Confederation (AVC)

Via the AVC Continental Ranking based on the AVC Beach Tour at the end of 2014.

2009
Norwegian port Stavanger brought the World Championships
to the Vaagen Harbour dockside venue and German duo Julius
Brink and Jonas Reckermann made history by becoming the first
European pair to win a world title. They defeated Brazil’s Alison
Cerutti and Harley Marques Silva, while Olympic champions and
defending gold medallists, Phil Dalhausser and Todd Rogers finished with bronze. Their fellow Americans April Ross and Jennifer
Kessy ensured that the USA continued to dominate the women’s
competition by winning gold on Independence Day. They beat
Juliana Felisberta and Larissa França, while another Brazilian pair
Maria Antonelli and Talita Antunes claimed the bronze medals.

African Confederation (CAVB)

Based on a CAVB qualification event, African Nations Beach Volleyball Championships held in Tunisia.

European Confederation (CEV)

Based on the results of the 2014 CEV Masters events, the following places are attributed:

2011
Rome’s Foro Italico Sports Complex provided a fitting backdrop
to a tournament in which Brazil reigned supreme in both the
men’s and women’s competitions. The centre court was filled
to its 10,000 capacity to witness Juliana Felisberta and Larissa
França finally get their hands on a major title after two silver
medals and a bronze from previous tournaments. They beat
double Olympic champions Kerri Walsh and Misty May-Treanor

South American Confederation (CSV)

Via the CSV Continental Ranking

North, Central American and Caribbean
Confederation (NORCECA)

Via the NORCECA Continental Ranking as it stands on January 1, 2014.

Men:
•    the two best ranked NFs at the Novi Sad Masters,
•    the winning NF at the Biel/Bienne Masters,
•    the winning NF at the Baku Masters.
Women:
•    the two best ranked NFs at the Biel / Bienne Masters,
•    the two best ranked NFs at the Baku Masters.

Prize Money
The FIVB Beach Volleyball World Championships The Netherlands 2015 has an overall prize money of $1 million.

The winners in the men’s and women’s competition will each
receive a cheque of $70,000 in addition to 500 FIVB Ranking
points. The winning countries will automatically qualify for the
2016 Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro.
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coverage of the matches. Fans will also be able to enjoy music,
meet their favourite players and participate in a variety of sporting activities.

INTRODUCTION

Netherlands 2015. A 10,000m2 Beach Club will be constructed in
the city centre of The Hague. The Beach Club will provide entertainment for all, day and night, with giant screens showing live

B. FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour

FIVB Beach Volleyball World Championships the Hague 2015

Venues
The Hague will be the main venue of the FIVB Beach Volleyball
World Championships The Netherlands 2015. It will host the
opening match, semi-finals and finals.

provide facilities such as a media centre, hospitality and overnight
accommodation for players and special guests. Located in the upand-coming Katendrecht area, the cruise ship will provide a stunning backdrop for the matches played in Rotterdam.

A temporary stadium, which will have the city’s parliament building as its backdrop, will be constructed for the duration of the
World Championships - a unique floating stadium will be built on
the Hofvijver pond. The stadium will be able to seat 5,000 spectators and is the largest of the four World Championship venues.

Over the last few years, Katendrecht has been completely transformed and is now an appealing residential district. ‘SS Rotterdam’ is a distinctive feature of the Rotterdam skyline.

The beach volleyball stadium in Amsterdam will be built on Dam
Square, in front of the Royal Palace, a site which is in the centre
of the city and a hotspot for tourists.
Dam Square has hosted national beach volleyball events in the
past, but the construction of a temporary stadium with seating
for 2000 spectators is a first in this location. A total of 49 matches
will be played in Amsterdam, from pool matches to quarterfinal
matches. Dam Square will be the perfect place to soak up the city
atmosphere and enjoy the festive ambiance of beach volleyball.
All matches in Apeldoorn will be played on Market Square. A
temporary stadium with a capacity of 2,000 seats will be erected
on the atmospheric square in the city centre.
Market Square is overlooked by the modern town hall and is surrounded by shops, bars and restaurants. Apeldoorn will stage 35
pool matches, eight rounds of 32 matches, two rounds of 16
matches and four quarterfinals.
The stadium is an easy ten minute walk from Apeldoorn central train station and for spectators coming by car, a parking is
situated below the Market Square. The FIVB Volleyball World
Championships The Netherlands 2015 venue in Rotterdam will
be located alongside cruise ship ‘SS Rotterdam’. A stadium with a
capacity of 2,000 will be built next to the steam ship.
The former flagship of the Holland-America overseas route will

14

The FIVB World Tour was first organised in 1989 with just three
participating countries (Brazil, Japan and Italy). It is now in its
27th season and will be made up of 5 FIVB World Tour Grand
Slam events, 1 Swatch Beach Volleyball FIVB World Tour Finals,
8 Double Gender Open and 2 Single Gender Open events, in
addition there will be 4 Major events. In 2015 a new category
of events has been introduced with the Swatch Beach Volleyball
Major Series / FIVB World Tour and the Swatch Beach Volleyball
FIVB World Tour Finals which are placed under the FIVB World
Tour umbrella. The Swatch Beach Volleyball FIVB World Tour
Finals will mark the end of the FIVB World Tour season and will
see the best ten (10) teams per gender (as per the FIVB World
Tour Ranking) compete for the winner of the FIVB World Tour
season. Starting from 2015 and onwards, the season will be
completed after Swatch Beach Volleyball FIVB World Tour Finals
while a new season will start after the date of this event. This
will create a momentum towards the Swatch Beach Volleyball
FIVB World Tour Finals. This implies that a season falls under
two solar years. For instance, after the Swatch Beach Volleyball
FIVB World Tour Finals in 2015, the next season will be the

2015/2016, 2016/2017 and so on. In 2014, the FIVB counted
more than 628 active registered athletes from 5 continents
with approximately 39 participating countries (women) and 43
participating countries (men), about 2161 matches and over
USD 9 million in Prize Money.
Catering to a total of more than 500,000 annual on-site
spectators, media and VIPs in selected venues and locations,
the FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour events provide a highly
attractive, complete sport and entertainment program that
follows the calendar year. These events take place in some of
the most spectacular venues in the world and range from ocean
and lakeside sites, to mountain resorts and city center locations.
The FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour events provide top quality,
global visibility and exciting promotional opportunities that can
be integrated into a long-term marketing plan. The highest
ranked athletes take part in this unique and global property in
order to qualify for all FIVB benefits. Below are listed the best
teams in the FIVB World Ranking since 1989.

Season

Men’s World Ranking Champions

Season

Women’s FIVB World Ranking Champions

1989-90

Sinjin Smith/Randy Stoklos, USA

1992-93

Karolyn Kirby/Nancy Reno, USA

1990-91

Smith/Stoklos, USA

1993-94

Kirby/Liz Masakayan, USA

1991-92

Smith/Stoklos, USA

1994-95

Mônica Rodrigues/Adriana Samuel, Brazil

1992-93

Smith/Stoklos, USA

1995-96

Sandra Pires/Jackie Silva, Brazil

1993-94

Franco Neto/Roberto Lopes, Brazil

1996

Pires/Silva, Brazil

1994-95

Jan Kvalheim/Bjorn Maaseide, Norway

1997

Shelda/Adriana Behar, Brazil

1995-96

Franco/Roberto Lopes, Brazil

1998

Shelda/Adriana Behar, Brazil

1996

ZeMarco de Melo/Emanuel Rego, Brazil

1999

Shelda/Adriana Behar, Brazil

1997

ZeMarco/Emanuel, Brazil

2000

Shelda/Adriana Behar, Brazil

1998

Para Ferreira/Guilherme Marquez, Brazil

2001

Shelda/Adriana Behar, Brazil

1999

Emanuel/Jose Loiola, Brazil

2002

Misty May/Kerri Walsh, USA

The official FIVB Beach Volleyball World Championships The
Netherlands 2015 Trophy Tour will begin one hundred days before the start of the competition. The trophy will visit schools,
events, sport clubs and some of the most iconic landmarks in the
Netherlands over the weeks and months preceding the competition.

2000

ZeMarco/Ricardo Santos, Brazil

2003

Ana Paula/Pires, Brazil

2001

Emanuel/Tande Ramos, Brazil

2004

Shelda/Adriana Behar, Brazil

2002

Mariano Baracetti/Martin Conde, Argentina

2005

Juliana/Larissa, Brazil

2003

Emanuel/Ricardo, Brazil

2006

Juliana/Larissa, Brazil

2004

Emanuel/Ricardo, Brazil

2007

Juliana/Larissa, Brazil

2005

Emanuel/Ricardo, Brazil

2008

Ana Paula/Shelda, Brazil

Fans will be able to pose with the trophy for a photograph. They
will also get a chance to participate in interactive games and enjoy other entertainment. The FIVB Beach Volleyball World Championships The Netherlands 2015 mascot will serve as the trophy’s
guide around the Netherlands.

2006

Emanuel/Ricardo, Brazil

2009

Talita/Antonelli, Brazil

2007

Emanuel/Ricardo, Brazil

2010

Juliana/Larissa, Brazil

2008

Harley/Pedro, Brazil

2011

Juliana/Larissa, Brazil

2009

Reckermann/Brink, Germany

2012

Juliana/Larissa, Brazil

2010

Rogers/Dalhausser, USA

2013

Lima/Talita, Brazil

Beach volleyball will fill the streets of The Hague, Amsterdam,
Apeldoorn and Rotterdam in the summer of 2015 and both fans
and newcomers to the sport are invited to enjoy a variety of activities during the FIVB Beach Volleyball World Championships The

2011

Emanuel/Alison, Brazil

2014

Juliana/Antonelli, Brazil

2012

Gibb/Rosenthal, USA

2013

Smedins, J./Samoilovs, Latvia

2014

Smedins, J./Samoilovs, Latvia

Side events
During the World Championships, the people of the Netherlands will be encouraged to get involved in beach volleyball with
a world record attempt featuring on the official programme.
The setting for the event will be the sandy beaches of Scheveningen, close to the competition venue in the city centre of The
Hague. Five hundred beach volleyball courts will be set up, enabling over 5,000 beach volleyball players to practice their favourite sport simultaneously. The world record attempt will take
place on Saturday, June 27.
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FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour events feature beach
volleyball stars from the best men and women’s professional
teams in the world thanks to the FIVB’s strategy to guarantee
open participation linked to a merit based scale. Only teams
made up of athletes of the same nationality can represent
their respective countries at FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour
events (as well as at any other FIVB events). Athletes earn
FIVB World Ranking points & Prize Money at each FIVB beach
volleyball event. At the end of the season, the team with the
most FIVB World Ranking points as per the Team’s Technical
Ranking shall be named the “FIVB Season’s Ranking Winner”,
while the FIVB World Tour Grand Slam Ranking determines
the NFs that have earned a berth(s) to the Swatch Beach
Volleyball FIVB World Tour Finals, a final event held after all
FIVB World Tour Grand Slam and Major events in a calendar
year (Season). The participating athletes and NFs are required
to sign a commitment in order to accept the rights and duties
of all parties.
Powerful international and national sponsorship programs
are integrated respectively by the FIVB and local organisations
aimed at attracting large audiences. While the FIVB is
responsible for distributing and selling the television rights of
each FIVB World Tour event internationally, local Organisers
are requested to secure a major Host Broadcaster able to fulfill
top class TV Production standards for their respective events.
The FIVB officials ensure the onsite implementation of the FIVB
competition regulations. They are required to supervise and
assist the FIVB in implementing the terms of this Handbook
and the FIVB Beach Volleyball Sports Regulations.
Swatch Beach Volleyball FIVB World Tour Finals, Grand Slam
and Major events offer a chance to benefit from an integrated
media and television plan with remarkable exposure and high
commercial value. Swatch Beach Volleyball FIVB World Tour
Finals, Grand Slam and Major events carry a different set of
criteria and requirements for the Host Broadcaster, media,
press facilities, look of the game, Prize Money, venue, facilities,
organisation of side events, ranking points, competition
format and top ranked teams participation.
The FIVB World Tour Open events, organised as single or
double gender events, provide opportunities to enhance
hosting cities, sponsors, National Team programs and tourism
programmes. All FIVB World Championships, Swatch Beach
Volleyball FIVB World Tour Finals, Grand Slam and Major
events’ semi-final and final games are distributed on a global
scale. The FIVB is offering its Promoters the opportunity
to sign an agreement for up to four years, after which the
organisational terms and conditions are likely to be changed.
For NFs hosting an FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour event it
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as a free airplane ticket from the Organiser of the Age Group
World Championships. The choice of the event is made by
reaching an agreement with all parties involved.

1. FIVB Partners and Consultants

The Age Group World Championships have encouraged
the development of youth tournaments on a Continental
and National level and as a result have been an outstanding
success, a fact demonstrated by the achievements of many
of the participating young athletes that have gone on to win
medals at Grand Slam and Open events, as well as at the
Olympic Games. More Information on the Age Group World
Championships can be found in a dedicated handbook:
http://www.fivb.org/EN/BeachVolleyball/Document/
FIVB_BVB_AGE_WCHS_2014_HANDBOOK_March_2014_
Revision_final_v7.pdf.

In 2015 Mikasa will remain the exclusive supplier for its
product category (balls) and has renewed (until 2016) once
more its long term commitment to find solutions to further
improve the beach volleyball sport equipment.
Jinling will also remain as the exclusive supplier for nets and
net systems for the center court of all FIVB beach volleyball
competitions.
A TV coordination and distribution plan will continue to be
implemented by the FIVB and by FIVB TV Agency, Red Bull
Media House, in 2015 in order to improve the success seen in
the past editions.

D. Beach Volleyball Continental Cup

1

is mandatory to organise during the year(s) of the agreement
a National Tour with prize money and a National Team (Senior
and Underage) programme.

In 2012, the three year Continental Cup reached its
conclusion. This first edition was a great success and saw the
participation of 143 NFs in 71 tournaments organised in 5
continents by 54 NFs.. As part of the Olympic Qualification
System for the XXX Olympic Games in London, one of the
Continental Cup’s main achievements was the inclusion of
many NFs not only in the Continental Cup events but also, as
a result, in FIVB World Tour Grand Slam and Open events, as
well as in the Olympic Games themselves, therefore fulfilling
the Universality Principle of the IOC through the involvement
of NFs that may not otherwise have had a chance to
participate.

INTRODUCTION

The FIVB has implemented an open system of entry to enable
the players of any level to register in its events. Moreover, the
FIVB grants the players the right to choose the event in which
they want to participate on the condition that their registration
is made by their NF and that the events they have chosen are
authorized either by the NF, by the Confederations concerned
or by the FIVB in accordance with the FIVB regulations.

2014 FIVB Beach Volleyball U17 World Championships in Acapulco (MEX)

Hutcheson Sand & Mixes has been a valuable partner for the
FIVB contributing to the improvement of playing conditions
through their work in partnership with Organisers of FIVB
beach volleyball events. It is now recommended by the FIVB
that new promoters submit samples of the sand to be used at
FIVB beach volleyball competitions to the Hutcheson Sand &
Mixes laboratory so that it can be analyzed and the best sand
for the competition courts can be found.
The FIVB will also continue its partnership with the United
Nations, Global Sports Alliance (GSA) and the Ecoflag
project linked to the United Nations environment program.
Since 2002, this project has helped to raise environmental
awareness through the sport of beach volleyball and has been
welcomed by beach volleyball fans all around the world who
can see the value of linking beach volleyball and sustainability.
The FIVB World Championships and World Tour proudly flew
the Ecoflag at each event, helping to promote a cleaner
environment.

C. FIVB Beach Volleyball Age Group
World Championships
The FIVB Beach Volleyball Age Group World Championships
are hosted every two years and combine men and women’s
events. In 2014, a new category of Under 17 was introduced
and hosted In Acapulco, Mexico. These events are staged in
famous locations with the participation of young athletes
(U17, U19 and U21) from all over the world. In 2014, the FIVB
World Congress held in Cagliari decided to remove the U23
category.
Preceded by a 24-team qualification tournament per gender,
the best 32 men and the best 32 women’s teams in the Main
Draw play for the crown of world champion for their age group
and to determine the future generation of professional beach
volleyball athletes. These events can be staged over five or six
days.
The winning teams for each gender of an FIVB Beach Volleyball
Age Group World Championship are awarded a Wild Card to
take part in an FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour event, as well
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E. Other events
In its daily operations, the FIVB Beach Volleyball Department
is also responsible for managing other events such as
Challengers, Exhibitions and/or Country versus Country. These
events provide a platform for creating the next generation of
sporting stars and personalities and for offering a range of
marketing opportunities in countries interested in promoting
beach volleyball, but not yet ready to stage an FIVB World Tour
event.
Challenger events are part of the FIVB and Confederations’
development program and provides countries with the
opportunity to promote an intercontinental event within
a limited budget. Since 2013 Challenger events are under
the jurisdiction of Continental Confederations and the FIVB
no longer has any role in the organisation of these events.
However, the Continental Confederations must inform the FIVB
about these events so that the information can be displayed on
the FIVB website.
Challenger events are included in the FIVB official beach
volleyball calendar and teams earn FIVB Ranking points. These
events serve as a gateway for young athletes wishing to
develop their skills and participate in major FIVB events. It also
gives new promoters valuable experience in the organisation
of FIVB beach volleyball events helping them to progress to
the organisation of international level events and provide a
platform for the training of new referees and the staging of
Beach Volleyball International Candidate courses. Challenger
events can be promoted in all countries, including those already
hosting an FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour event, and can be

The FIVB is open to evaluate sanctioning other types of events
(for example, 4x4, Mixed, etc.) upon receiving a proposal on
their concept.
All the conditions, concessions, fees, etc., to stage
Intercontinental Exhibitions and Country vs. Country events
must be agreed and authorized by the FIVB. Interested
promoters have to submit to the FIVB for approval a proposal
relating to the event they wish to promote at least six months
before the start of the competition through the form available
on the FIVB website (BVB/04b).
The FIVB is also responsible for the homologation of
Continental Championships/ Continental Tours/ Zonal Tours
sanctioned by the Continental Confederations, as well as for
the homologation of the National Tours sanctioned by the
affiliated NFs.

F. FIVB Beach Volleyball E-book
The FIVB Beach Volleyball e-book (http://cluster006.ovh.
net/~fbwone/clients/beta/fivb/web/) is a user friendly and free
of charge tool available since 2012 on the FIVB beach volleyball
website. The e-book tool was created to fulfill a need for a
comprehensive and easy-to-use guide on the basics of beach
volleyball. The tool compiles the most relevant information and
expertise to help all interested parties wishing to implement a
successful beach volleyball program.
In this web-based tool, you will find an extensive video gallery,
pictures, graphs and diagrams as well as case studies focusing
on assisting level 1 and 2 NFs, but not excluding all remaining
NFs who may also benefit from the information contained
within this guide. The e-book can also be used by athletes,
coaches, promoters, media and partners.
The e-book is built on three (3) pillars, “How to organise”,
“How to officiate”, “How to play”. Each of the e-book’s
chapters will guide you through the main aspects of beach
volleyball, give advice on how to organise a beach volleyball
tournament, or provide know-how on the development and
training of beach volleyball teams and officials.

Confederation territory. Further information can be found on
the FIVB website: http://www.fivb.org.

contact the Confederations concerned directly. Only players
registered with NFs affiliated to a Continental Confederation
can take part in Challenger events hosted in the relevant

1

staged as a single or double gender event.

INTRODUCTION

The second edition of the Continental Cup started in June 2014
and is part of the Olympic Qualification System for the 2016
Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Following the previous
success, this edition of the competition is involving 186 NFs
competing in more than 100 tournaments played over the
3-year period and across the five continents. The nomenclature
of the competition at the continental level will remain unchanged, while the world phase tournaments shall be renamed
to comply with the concept of the event: FIVB Beach Volleyball
World Continental Cup Olympic Qualification and FIVB Beach
Volleyball World Continental Cup Final.

1.5 National Volleyball Federations
furthermore responsible for registering their athletes/teams
accordingly and entering them in each FIVB event.

The National Volleyball Federation (NF) is the governing body
of volleyball and beach volleyball in a given country or territory
and is affiliated to the FIVB and its respective Continental
Confederation. As part of their responsibilities, the NFs
should establish a Beach Volleyball Council, a National Tour,
development programs for their National teams and officials,
as well as organise FIVB sanctioned beach volleyball events in
their territory. The NF is responsible for all National volleyball and
beach volleyball competitions, professional or amateur, and those
sanctioned by the NF as part of its official calendar, including
tournaments forming part of its National Tour, Continental
events and other FIVB beach volleyball tournaments taking place
in its territory. The NFs are legally recognized as the sole entities
qualified to administer and govern volleyball in their respective
countries or territories. Each NF with an FIVB/NF-Promoter
Agreement in force is recommended to set up a National Beach
Volleyball Council under the exclusive and full authority of the NF.
Its objective is to manage, organise and promote beach volleyball
on a national scale, especially with regards to competitions
included in the national beach volleyball calendar. The NF is

Each hosting NF of an FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour event
and/or the FIVB Beach Volleyball Senior or Age Group World
Championships must appoint a representative to attend the
annual FIVB Beach Volleyball Council meetings. NFs are also
responsible for the technical organisation of the FIVB Beach
Volleyball World Tour events and the FIVB Beach Volleyball
Senior and Age Group World Championships (i.e. the NF must
provide a competition manager, technical manager, referees,
line judges, scorers, court personnel, etc.) The NF may act
as promoter upon setting up a full time dedicated structure.
In a situation where the NF does not endorse a Promoter
interested in organising an FIVB beach volleyball event in
its country, the FIVB may then decide to sign an agreement
directly with the promoter concerned.
The NF must follow FIVB guidelines and abide by the FIVB
Rules and Regulations.

The FIVB, its Continental Confederations and its affiliated NFs
FIVB: 220 Affiliated National Federations
CAVB

AVC

CEV

NORCECA

CSV

53 NFs

65 NFs

55 NFs

35 NFs

12 NFs

7
Zonal
Associations

5
Zonal
Associations

5
Zonal
Associations

3
Zonal
Associations

0
Zonal
Associations

3
Development
Centres

5
Development
Centres

1
Development
Centres

2
Development
Centres

2
Development
Centres

1.4 Continental Volleyball Confederations
The five (5) FIVB-affiliated Volleyball Confederations (Asian Volleyball Confederation, Confédération Africaine de Volleyball,
Confédération Européenne de Volleyball, Confederación Sudamericana de Voleibol, and Norceca Volleyball Confederation)
are the governing bodies of volleyball and beach volleyball for
each Continent and are under the authority of the FIVB. After
the Congress and the Board of the FIVB, the Continental Confederations are the most representative institutions of the FIVB
in their respective geographical areas.
Each Continental Confederation is responsible for all

continental volleyball activities including FIVB beach volleyball
competitions, professional or amateur, as well as beach
volleyball competitions sanctioned by the Confederation as
part of its continental beach volleyball official calendar, tour
and tournaments in its own territory. The Confederations
must follow FIVB guidelines and abide to the FIVB Rules and
Regulations.
Since 2009 Continental Confederations are in charge of Beach
Volleyball Continental Cup and Challenger events. Promoters
and NFs interested in staging these types of events should
Congress room
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FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour Council is composed of the
Organisers (promoter and host NF) of the FIVB World Tour and
FIVB World Championships events.
The FIVB Board of Administration may delegate specific
activities to the Beach Volleyball World Tour Council
(scheduled tentatively in October), such as the administration,
management, and organisation of FIVB Beach Volleyball
World Tour events and the FIVB Beach Volleyball World
Championships. These properties have been placed under
the authority of the FIVB Beach Volleyball World Council, its
President Mr. V. H. Gonçalves de Araujo and its Secretary Mr.
M. Wangler who are in charge of promoting beach volleyball

FIVB Board of Administration 2014 in Lausanne

worldwide and approving the regulations for the FIVB Beach
Volleyball World Tour and FIVB Beach Volleyball World
Championships events.
The FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour Council for World Tour/
World Championships events is composed of the following
members:
– President;
– Secretary;
– All NFs hosting a World Tour/World Championships event in
the following season(s) (Members);
– All Promoters of World Tour /World Championships events
promoting an event in the following season(s);
In addition, the FIVB may invite representatives of TV and
Marketing agencies, Broadcasters, FIVB Sponsors, press,
members of the Medical Commission, etc.
The participation of the highest ranked NF and Promoter
representatives at the FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour Council
meetings is compulsory. Each party holding a signed FIVB/NFPromoter Agreement is assigned two seats at the FIVB Beach
Volleyball World Tour Council : one for the NF (member) and
one for the Promoter of the FIVB beach volleyball event. If a
country has more than one Promoter, it has the right to have
one seat for each Promoter.

The FIVB Beach Volleyball Commission members meet
once during a season or whenever deemed necessary by
the FIVB. This commission aims to develop beach volleyball
development programs worldwide outside of the FIVB Beach
Volleyball World Championships and World Tour events.
Proposals from the Beach Volleyball Commission which might
affect the affiliated NFs must be submitted to the Executive
Committee, to the Board of Administration and eventually
to the World Congress for approval. Proposals related to
urgent matters may be submitted to the FIVB President for
his approval. The outcome of these urgent submissions will
not affect the Organisers’ budget, nor the commercialization
rights included in the FIVB/NF-Promoter Agreement.

– One (1) active men’s player representative (if possible elected
every 2 years by all players during a major FIVB event, with
a maximum of 2 candidates) democratically elected by the
male beach volleyball athletes;
– One (1) active women’s player representative (if possible
elected every 2 years by all players during a major FIVB event
with a maximum of 2 candidates) democratically elected by
the female beach volleyball athletes;
– One (1) Promoter representative;
– Other advisors;
– The President of each Confederation and one (1)
representative from each Confederation in charge of beach
volleyball matters.

The FIVB Beach Volleyball Commission is scheduled tentatively
in October and is composed of the following members:

In addition, the FIVB may allow the participation of consultants
in vital areas such as Host Broadcasting, TV distribution, press,
medical, marketing, uniforms, etc.
Each FIVB Commission will be complemented with beach
volleyball experts appointed by the FIVB to discuss beach
volleyball matters in coordination with the discipline of
volleyball.

– FIVB Beach Volleyball Commission President;
– FIVB Beach Volleyball Commission Secretary;
– NF advisor (appointed by the FIVB);
– FIVB Referee Commission member concerned;

1.8 FIVB Departments
A. TV and Marketing Department
The FIVB TV & Marketing Department is responsible for the
strategy, development and implementation of all FIVB-driven
television, marketing and commercial initiatives. The primary
goal of the department is to “manage and enhance the
commercial value and perception of volleyball as a whole
worldwide.” As such, the TV & Marketing Department has the
ability to play a pivotal role in supporting the NFs and volleyball
& beach volleyball event Organisers with their marketing
and commercial programs, by offering tools, templates, and
industry knowledge whenever possible.
The main activities that the department is responsible for
include, strategic development of television and marketing,
negotiation and delivery of related rights, relationship
management and servicing with broadcasting partners,
sponsors and suppliers. The FIVB TV & Marketing Department
is also responsible for the definition of television, marketing
and commercial terms and conditions with event Organisers,
sponsors, suppliers, broadcasters, etc. including commercial
rights packaging and sponsor category definition. As part
of its role, the department leads market research, provides
government relations support, management of FIVB brand
and event marks, definition of “the volleyball experience”,
guidance related to revenue generation through ticket
sales, hospitality, and merchandising, and management and
implementation of the FIVB Heroes campaign, promoting the
sport of volleyball worldwide.
As of 2015, the FIVB TV & Marketing Department and the
FIVB Beach Volleyball Department work closely with an FIVB
TV Agency, Red Bull Media House, on all television-related
matters of beach volleyball. Red Bull Media House will
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The FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour Council is held once a year
at the FIVB Headquarters in Lausanne to evaluate the results of
the current season, assess the outcome of any testing of new
Official Beach Volleyball Rules, discuss the proposed dates of
events in the calendar and establish the technical requirements
and competition regulations to be applied at these events. At
the FIVB Beach Volleyball Council, the regulations for the FIVB
Beach Volleyball World Championships, World Tour events, are
also approved, as is the proposed competition format, list of
FIVB Officials to be assigned at each event, etc. The FIVB Beach
Volleyball World Tour Council may also discuss improvements
to be made to the marketing and broadcasting procedures
within the framework of the FIVB/NF-Promoter Agreement.

1.7 FIVB Beach Volleyball Commission

INTRODUCTION

1.6 FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour Council

manage the sales of the media rights and facilitate broader
exposure of FIVB beach volleyball events worldwide. Red
Bull Media House is also in charge of the TV coordination
for the top FIVB beach volleyball properties in collaboration
with the host broadcasters, with the goal of securing a
consistent international feed according to established FIVB TV
standards wherever produced and delivered to international
broadcasters.
For any further information please contact Mr. Joost van
HOOIJDONK at the FIVB TV & Marketing Department at
tv.marketing@fivb.org.

B. Sponsorship Sales Department
The Sponsorship Sales Department is responsible for providing
the overall leadership, management and strategic direction
for the FIVB’s Partnership and Services while maximizing
revenue, efficiency, and profitability. The main goal of the
Sponsorship Sales Department is primarily generating new
business revenue with international companies through the
sale of integrated sponsorship packages of the FIVB events.
For any further information, please contact Mr. Mario
MEDEIROS at the Sponsorship Sales Department at
mario.medeiros@fivb.org.

C. FIVB Communications Department
The FIVB Communications Department develops and
implements the communication guidelines and the Press
master plan with the aim of increasing the awareness of
the sport. The FIVB Press Department is responsible for
coordinating and following up on any media/press related
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For any further information please contact the FIVB Press
Department at press@fivb.org.

D. FIVB Sports Development Department

The FIVB Information Technology (IT) Department develops
and implements software systems related to the registration
of athletes for the events, entry of teams in each event, the
competition format, system, and schedule, the results of the
competitions, FIVB Rankings, the players statistics, etc. The
volleyball information system (VIS) is linked to the FIVB’s
communication tools, such as the website, daily bulletins and
so on, to enable distribution of data. Since 2005 an athlete
registration and entry system is managed by each NF with
registered athletes able to update their own player profiles.
This department and the beach volleyball department are
actively involved in the definition and implementation of the
Olympic Results Information System (ORIS) at each Olympic
Games.

working to set FIVB apart from the other international sports
federations based on 5 pillars as follows: multi stakeholder
access (via login access control); mission critical operational
data management serving administration of FIVB events,
administration of FIVB courses, administration of press
release, social media output at FIVB HQ and live at events,
and serving data to web property portfolio; New Data to
support Live Interaction, Television, Second Screen and
automated tracking of players, ball, rally: player tracking
including precise location, roles, jump height; ball tracking
including ball speed for serves and spikes, ball maximum
height, ball height above the net, hit position on court and
rally tracking including timing for each rally, longest rally,
players involved in each rally and in the future, remove
dependence on human resource on venue replacing with
cameras, computers and key staff only.

Transfer section deals with international transfers and change
of federation of origin cases.

1.9 FIVB Beach Volleyball
Department

H. FIVB President's Office

Under the instruction and the authority of the FIVB President,
and the Executive Board members in charge of beach
volleyball, the Director of Beach Volleyball Events is responsible
for the planning, organisation and implementation of the
beach volleyball tournaments at the Olympic Games, the FIVB
Beach Volleyball World Championships, the Swatch Beach
Volleyball FIVB World Tour Finals, the Grand Slams, Major
Series and Opens, Continental Cup, FIVB World Continental
Cup Olympic Qualification, FIVB World Continental Cup Final,
Challengers, Exhibitions, Country vs. Country and FIVB Beach
Volleyball Age Group World Championships. In addition
he is responsible for all other beach volleyball activities in
collaboration with other FIVB departments, NFs, Continental
Confederations, professional promoters and sponsors.

The FIVB Technology & Innovation Department’s main task is
to transform the way FIVB operates with a goal to promote
collaboration and communication, facilitate easy access for
information, and stimulate innovation. Following the FIVB’s
structure, the FIVB Technology & Innovation Department
following focuses on creating more effective ways of

The President’s Office is responsible for the President’s
activities, the organisation of World Congresses, Executive
Committee, Board of Administration and Council and
Commission meetings, including hotel reservations, travel
arrangements, human resources and general administration
at the FIVB Headquarters. The President’s Office also
comprises the legal department and transfer department.
Legal section coordinates all FIVB's legal affairs, while the

The FIVB Beach Volleyball Events Director and his staff
members work closely with FIVB partners, promoters, athletes,
consultants, agents mandated by the FIVB and with other FIVB
Departments in order to deliver world class beach volleyball
tournaments. Other responsibilities include the running of the
Beach Volleyball Commissions, FIVB Beach Volleyball World
Tour Council, as well as the implementation of the decisions
of the FIVB Board of Administration and World Congress.

Jiaxin Wu of China in action

2014 Youth Olympic Games in Nanjing (CHN)

The FIVB Development Department implements projects
aimed at improving the general standard of volleyball and
beach volleyball throughout the world and, more specifically,
creating the conditions under which each country, depending
on its resources, is able to develop its potential and gain the
maximum benefit from the sport.

For any further information please contact the Mr. Alberto
RIGAMONTI at FIVB IT department at:vis@fivb.org.

These goals are achieved through the organisation of courses,
camps, technical seminars, and open air activities (coaches,
referees, volleyball, beach volleyball, VIS, management, and
medical) and the creation of guidelines, programs and the
Volleyball Cooperation Programme, through the NFs and
Development Centers in Africa, South America, NORCECA
territories and Asia.
The FIVB Development Department also implements national
grassroots programs and beach volleyball activities in FIVB
Development Centers.

G. FIVB Technology & Innovation
Department

For further information please contact the Technology &
Innovation Department at technology.innovation@fivb.org.
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F. FIVB Information Technology
Department

INTRODUCTION

matters for all FIVB beach volleyball events, organises FIVB
Press Conferences and updates the FIVB Website. It also
prepares, produces and distributes promotional materials (for
example, Media Guides, Newsletters, etc.) in coordination
with the FIVB Departments concerned and updates the FIVB
beach volleyball website pages with information on the FIVB
beach volleyball events, FIVB World Rankings, calendar, athlete
profiles, international events, side events, FIVB meetings,
Galas, etc. The FIVB Press Department is also responsible for
assisting the Organisers of events with the smooth running of
the press operations.

Finally, the FIVB Development Department is responsible for
the realization of the list of instructors, as well as the realization
and distribution of ID Cards. For any further information please
contact the Development department at development@fivb.org
or http://www.fivb.org/EN/Development.

E. FIVB Finance Department
The FIVB Finance Department is responsible, under the authority
of the FIVB President, for ensuring the payment in due time of
the Prize Money to the athletes and per diem payments to the
FIVB Officials, as well as the regulation of invoices for license fees
and sanction fees. Moreover, it is responsible for the follow up of
the payment of invoices and the accounting activities for all FIVB
international beach volleyball events, contracts with sponsors,
TV Agencies and international broadcasters. The FIVB Finance
Department regularly updates the FIVB about the status of the
beach volleyball accounts.
For any further information please contact the finance
department at finance.beach@fivb.org.
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